
 

High Holidays Bulletin 5777/2016 
Dear Friends, 

With Elul upon us, we are privileged to recite, twice daily, the words of Psalm 27 through the end 
of Sukkot: “One thing I have asked of the Lord,” the Psalmist recalls, “that I will seek: that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.” King David’s timeless call for dwelling in the 
Lord’s house resonates with so many generations of exiled Jews across the world; tears surely filled 
our ancestors’ eyes as they sought eternal safeguard in the Palace of the King.   

And yet, King David then pivots. Immediately following his prayer for a lifelong dwelling, he 
states: “[I wish] to behold the graciousness of the Lord and visit in His temple.” How swiftly does 
he change his tune! First, a plea for eternal dwelling. But then, an appeal to merely visit.  

Within this apparent contradiction lays a powerful lesson for us as members of and participants in a 
growing and dynamic 21st Century synagogue: Our shul is our home. In it, we feel a sense of 
comfort, belonging, and familiarity. But that level of comfort may also breed an unintended 
consequence – a sense of regularity and rote routine; a decreasing sense of passion; an ordinariness.   

And so, in his poetic wisdom, King David reminds us that while, indeed, our hopes are to find a 
permanent place where we may come to serve God and grow as a community, we must always 
approach that permanent place with the excitement, curiosity and enthusiasm of a “mere visit”. A 
visit is temporary, and because it is short-lived, one must make the most of it.  

As we welcome 5777 and enter into a New Year of opportunity, let us rededicate ourselves to our 
beloved shul, Skokie Valley Agudath Jacob. Let us commit to continued efforts – financially and 
otherwise – to ensure that SVAJ remains a permanent home for its members. At the same time, let 
us also commit to ensuring that SVAJ remains a place of excitement, vitality, and energy for 
members and not-yet-members alike, so that we may continue to inspire and enrich the lives of 
thousands of our Jewish brothers and sisters in Skokie and beyond.   

If this past year serves as any indication of future success, we have much to look forward to. SVAJ 
has become the primary place for high-level, provocative and inspiring Jewish education for 
learners at all levels. Our open communal events, ranging from the Yom HaAtzmaut BBQ, to our 
Israeli film screenings, to our Purim carnival, to our Shlock Rock concert, were all sources of 
community building – and fun! – this year. And, of course, our chesed (social action) offerings – 
from the world-famous “Cookie Bake,” delivering freshly baked cookies to firefighters and police 
officers working during the holidays, to our quarterly blood drives, to our Matanot La’Evyonim 
initiatives – opportunities abound and we have much to be proud of as a community of chesed.  

If you have not already, please reserve a spot for the High Holidays at www.svaj.org/form/hh or 
by contacting the office.  No tickets will be issued: for the Traditional service, find your name on 
the seating chart when you arrive.  For the Orthodox service, pick any open seat!   

We can’t wait for you to join us for tefillah (prayer), study, song and celebration.   

L’Shana Tova!  

Rick Arons & David Avraham, Co-Presidents 



 
 

SCHEDULE AND TIMES 
 
*Traditional services meet in the Main Sanctuary on Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur* 
*Orthodox services meet downstairs in Israel Hall on Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur* 
*Shabbat Shuva and Sukkot, one Orthodox minyan will be held in the Main Sanctuary* 

   
Selichot in advance of Rosh Hashanah 

Saturday evening, September 24   10:15 pm 
September 25 to October 11: 

9/25 (Sunday) through 9/29 (Thursday)  8:30 pm 
10/2 (Sunday Erev Rosh Hashana)         7:30 am 
10/5 (Wednesday Fast of Gedalya)          6:45 am 
10/6 (Thursday)                                      6:45 am and 8:30 pm 
10/9 (Sunday)                                         8:00 am and 8:30 pm 
10/11 (Tuesday)                                      7:00 am 

 
Rosh Hashanah      

Sunday, October 2 - Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Shacharit & Hatarat Nedarim (annulling vows)  8:30 am 
Candle lighting       6:09 pm 
Mincha and Maariv in Israel Hall   6:10 pm 
 
Monday, October 3 - Rosh Hashanah  
Shacharit       8:30 am       
Tashlich            Individual Observance         
Mincha and Maariv in Israel Hall   6:05 pm 
Candle lighting & Kiddush    After 7:10 pm  
 
Tuesday, October 4 - Rosh Hashanah  
Shacharit       8:30 am        
Mincha and Maariv in Israel Hall   6:05 pm 
Havdalah        After 7:09 pm 

 
Aseret Yemei Teshuva (10 Days of Repentance) 

Wednesday, October 5 - Fast of Gedaliah 
Fast begins       5:41 am 
Shacharit       6:45 am 
Mincha/Maariv in Israel Hall    5:55 pm 
Fast concludes        After 7:01 pm 
 
Shabbat Shuva - October 8 
Shacharit       9:00 am 
Mincha/Maariv          5:55 pm 
Havdalah        After 7:02 pm 



 
Yom Kippur 

Tuesday, October 11 - Erev Yom Kippur  
Shacharit       7:15 am 
Mincha       5:25pm    
Kol Nidrei/Maariv      5:45 pm      
Candle lighting (available at shul)    No later than 5:55 pm 
 
Wednesday, October 12 - Yom Kippur 
Shacharit       9:00 am      
Learner’s Minyan in Berger Beit Midrash               10:30-11:30 
Sermon (D’rasha) & Yizkor              11:30 am                               
Mincha       4:30 pm 
Neilah        5:45 pm      
Sounding of Shofar & Maariv    6:45 pm     
Havdalah        After 6:45 pm 
 
Sukkot 
Sunday, October 16 - Erev Sukkot  
Shacharit       9:00 am 
Candle lighting       5:46 pm 
Mincha/Maariv in Israel Hall    5:45 pm 
Kiddush       After 6:45 pm 
 
Monday, October 17 - Sukkot  
Shacharit       9:00 am 
Mincha/Maariv in Israel Hall    5:45 pm 
Candle lighting and Kiddush     After 6:47 pm 
 
Tuesday, October 18 - Sukkot 
Shacharit       9:00 am 
Mincha/Maariv in Israel Hall    5:45 pm 
Havdalah        After 6:46 pm 
 

Chol HaMoed (Intermediate Days) 
 

Shacharit - Wednesday through Friday    7:00 am 
 
Friday – October 21 
Candle lighting       5:39 pm 
Mincha/Maariv in Israel Hall    5:40 pm 
 
Shabbat – October 22 
Shacharit and Kohelet in Main Sanctuary  9:00 am 
Mincha/Maariv in Israel Hall    5:35 pm 
Havdalah        After 6:40 pm 



 
Hoshana Rabba/Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah 
 

Sunday – October 23 
Shacharit (Hoshana Rabba)    9:00 am 
Mincha/Maariv in Israel Hall (Shemini Atzeret) 5:35 pm 
Candle lighting      5:36 pm 
Kiddush        After 6:34 pm 
 
Monday, October 24  - Shemini Atzeret 
Shacharit       9:00 am 
Yizkor                10:30 am 
Mincha/Maariv in Main Sanctuary   5:35 pm  
Maariv followed by Hakafot in Social Hall 
Candle lighting and Kiddush (available at shul)  After 6:36pm 
 
Tuesday, October 25 – Simchat Torah 
Shacharit and Hakafot     9:00 am 
Mincha/Maariv in Israel Hall    5:35 pm 
Havdalah        After 6:36 pm 
 
Friday – October 28 
Candle lighting       5:29PM 
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv in Israel Hall  5:30 pm 
 
Shabbat B’reishit – October 29 
Shacharit         9:00 am 
Mincha, Seudah Sh’lishit and Maariv in Israel Hall  5:25 pm 
Havdalah         After 6:30 pm 

 
 

 
 



Children’s Yom Kippur Lunch 
 

Will be served on Yom Kippur 

Wednesday, October 12th, 2016 

For children ages 11 and under at no charge 

Reservations	must	be	made	in	advance	
Please return this form via email or U.S. mail  

NO LATER than Wednesday, October 5th, 2016 
 

													Skokie	Valley	Agudath	Jacob	Synagogue	∎	8825	East	Prairie	Road	∎	Skokie	IL	60076	

Attn:	Tammy	Pretekin	

admin@svaj.org	

                            =========================================================================== 

Please	reserve	a	lunch	for	the	following	children	for	Yom	Kippur:	

	

Name(s) (please print) ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent’s name __________________________________________________________________ 
	

*Please	note	that	a	peanut	free,	healthy	peanut	butter	alternative	will	be	available.	

	

Total # of Lunches _____________ 
plain peanut butter ____________ 
peanut butter & jelly ___________ 
plain jelly ____________________ 
plain bread ___________________ 
cream cheese _________________ 

        nut free peanut butter ___________	
	

I	can	help	make	sandwiches	Y____	N____	Phone/Email	____________________________	

I	will	be	glad	to	serve	lunch	on	Yom	Kippur	Day		Y____	N____	



	



	


